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I Department of English 

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE 

South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075 

Telephone 413 538-2146 

Professor David Sandler Berkowitz 
President 
New England Renaissance Conference 
93 Beaumont Avenue 
Newtonville, ~Bssachusetts 02160 

Dear Professor Berkowitz: 

\\\ 
22 November 1977 

The Nount Holyoke group organizing the 1978 New England Renaissance 
Conference has asked me to serve as coordinator. I would_like to inform 
you of our current plans and ask your advice on a couple of matters. 

!)Publicity. \..Je have learned of the problems of the Rhode Island t:ol1e<J:~ 
meeting, especially its lack of publicity. Enclosed is a copy of my 
letter to Professor Lenz accepting her offer to compile a mailing list. 
If you have a current list, however incomplete, it would be useful to 
us until a more reliable one is available. By December 1 we hope to 
send announcementsfo o the 5-6 relevant departments at 100-150 New England 
and New York colleges and universities. (Does the Renaissance Society ~/ 
of America have regional membership lists?) I have enclosed "copies of J~vc 1 
that announcement and of the notices sent this week to two ~ozen journals. 

2 )Prop;ram. We are arranging an exhibit next October of IV:ount Holyoke's 
Giamatti Dante Collection, numerous illustrated editions from the fifteenth 
century to the present collected by a former Italian professor here. 
Although we will seek the best papers regardless of topic, the first 
two suggestions--Dante and printing--might be illuminated by such an 
exhibit. At present we are thinking of two sessions, one Friday after
noon and the other Saturday morning, each with perhaps three papers 
and discussion. 

In conjunction with the Dante Collection, there is an annual endowed 
lectured sponsored by the Italian Department . VJe have thought of making 
that lecture an additional session of the conference, if the lecturer 
and topic were suitable. We could, of course, schedule that lecture 
earli~r in the week independent of the conference; but we feel that 
100-200 Renaissance scholars coming here might very much regret having 
just missed a well-known and--we trust--stimulating speaker. One name 
high on our list is John Hollander. Have you any particular feelings 
about this matter or lecturers to suggest? 

Although I was on leave last year, I have studied my colleague Harold 
Garrett-Goodyear's notes of his conversation with you, the general plans 
made here last year, and rPports of those attending this fall's Providence 
meeting . I believe I understand clearly what is expected of the host 
college and its conference coordinator. I would welcome , however, any 
advice from you during the year about how to make the conference succeed. 
We look forward very much to having the 1978 NERC as our guests . 

Sincerely yours, 

~e~~ 
V~ phone numbers, should you need them: (413) 538-2448,538-2146;536-7120(home) 


